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Abstracts of major papersin thisissue

The phonological systems employed in China’ s English teaching, by Zhang Fengtong, p.1

By way of an overview of the evolution of British generd RP represented by A. C. Gmson and mgor studiesin
English phonetics and phonology by Chinese scholars snce 1978, this paper attempts to make some critica conmr
mentson the various phonologicd systems employed in China' s English teaching of this century. The author holds
that an immediate switch-over from the Jones system to the Gmsn system is now well prepared and wishes this
proposa accepted oon.
The wh-movement parameter of English relative clauses™ a study on the acquisition of English by Chinese speak-
ers, by Chen Yuehong, p.11

This paper reportsthe resultsof a study that ams to investigate whether Chinese geakers with advanced Eng-
lish proficiency are able to reset the wh-movement parameter in their acquidtion of English reative dauses. In the
sudy , a grammaticaity judgement test was conducted on Chinese, French and English gpeakers. Results show that
Chinese eakers are not able to reset the wh-movement parameter , and thus are not clear about the structure of
English rdative clauses. Thisis due to interference from the native language and misandyssof language input.
The influence of Chinese topic-prominent features on Chinese EAL learners compositions, by Cai Jinting,p.
17

This pgper aims to study empiricaly the influence of Chinese TP featureson Chinese EFL learner’ s conpos-
tions. 90 learners were examined and four points were disoovered: (1) Thereis no sgnificant difference between the
influencesof TP featureson beginning and intermediate learners, but there is between the first two groups and ad-
vanced learners. (2) The four parametersof TP have various degreesof influence on the composdtions. (3) At least
23 per cent of the errors resulting from the TPfeatures are attributed to Chinese transer. (4) Thereis no sgnificant
difference between the beginning and the intermediate learners’ decison on the function of Chinese tranger , but
there is between thefirst two groups and advanced learners.
On the pragmatic transmutation of English interrogatives, by Xu Shenghuan, p.27

Transmutation of interrogatives demonstratesitsdf in two ways: the transmutation in grammatica representar
tion and that in pragmatic functions. The former assumes theform of structura changes, which will finaly turnin-
terrogatives into norrinterrogatives, and the latter bears the characterigtic of gradua decrease, or even tranderence,
of the pragmatic functions. Thispaper discuses English interrogative transmutation , and attempts a hypothes s that
the transmutation is caused by the grammatica transmutation isthe result of grammatic dization of pragmatic trans
mutation.
Beaugrande’ s procedural model of text and its theory, by Cheng Qilong, p. 35

Beaugrande’ s study of text is cognitive-oriented. He accepts connectionism, emphaszes the procedurd go-
proach and adopts the reational network of ATN asits main notation. His god isto acocount for the procedurd rela
tion between texturaities and language types. However , Beangrande over-emphasizes the operationa procedure and
neglects the importance of the textua world asthe basefor operation. Consequently , further generdization of opera
tion typesis not without difficulty.



