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The Mantid

The mantid(#2%f) or mantis, as it is sometimes called, is a long thin 'in-sect (&
®) that is green or brown(#Z & #9). Green ones walk on green leaves(#*t) or
stalks(Z,#F). Brown ones walk on brown stalks. This makes them hard for birds to

see and eat.

This insect is often called a “praying(#7#%) mantis”. It gets this name because
it often lifts(3542) its front legs as if it were praying.
Do not harm(1% &) mantids. They are our friends because mantids feed( % F~) on
other insects that are pests(® ). They are large eaters and oﬂen at tack(%%)
other mantids. A 'fe-male(®f £ 49) will not 'hes-i-tate(F£%) to eat her mate if she
becomes very 'hun-gry (L4 #9). She and other mantids use the sharp hooks(#4) on
their front legs for attacking. Females lay their eggs on tree trunks(#ﬁ% ) which they
smear[10](7&4%) with a kind of glue(Jx7K). Thebaby mantlds hatch(¥%1%) out in the

spring.
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